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a. Q (sent to the applicant and to the International Bureau) a total of sheets, as follows: 

□ sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have been amended and are the basis of this report 
and/or sheets containing rectifications authorized by fliis Authority (see Rule 70.16 and Section 607 of the 
Administrative Instructions). 
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beyond the disclosure in the international application as filed, as indicated in item 4 of Box No. I and the 
Suppl^ental Box. 
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Certain observations on tiie international application 
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Box No. I Basis of the report 



1. With regard to the language, this report is based on the international application in the language in which it was filed, unless 
otherwise indicated under this item. 

I I This report is based on a translation fiom the original language into the following language ^ » 

which is die language of a translation furnished for the purposes of: 

I I international search (under Rules 1 2.3 and 23 . 1 (b)) 

[T] publication of the international application (under Rule 12.4) 

I j international preliminaiy examination (under Rules 55.2 and/or 55.3) 

2. With regard to the elements of the international application, this report is based on (replacement sheets which have been 
furnished to tJte receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are rrferred to in this r^ort as origmally fliea 
and are not annexed to this report): 

1^ the international application as originally filed/fumished 
[ I the description: 



pages 



as originally filed/furnished 



pages* i^ce'ved by tiiis Authority on 

pages* ~~~~~~~ received by this Authority <m 



as originally filed/fumished 



I I the claims: 

pages 

pj^ggg* ^ as amended (togettier with any statement) under Article 19 

pages* received by this Authority on 

pages* received by this Authority on 

I I die drawings: 



pages 



as originally filed/fumished 



pages* received by diisAudiority on 

pages* received by this Aufliority on 

[ I a sequence listing and/or any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing. 

3. I I The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

I I the d^cription, pages ^ . 

I I the claims, Nos. . 



I I the drawings, sheets/figs 

I I the sequence listing (ipeciftj: 

I I any table(s) related to the sequence listing (specify): 



4. n This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments ann^ed to this report .and 11^ 

^ made, since they have been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as mdicated m the Supplemental Box (Rwle 
70.2(c)). 

I I the description, pages ^ , 

I I the claims, Nos. . ^ 



I I the drawings, sheets/figs 

I I the sequaice listing (irpecift^: 

I I any table(s) related to die sequence listing (SFjpecift): _ 

If item 4 applies, some or all of those sheets may be marked "superseded. * 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or Industrial applicability; 

citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1 . Statement 



YES 

Novelty (N) Claims 1-7 



Claims ^ NO 



Inventive step (IS) Claims 



YES 
NO 



Claims 1 - Q ^ . — 

YES 

Industrial applicability (lA) Claims 1-9 

Claims . 



2. Otatians and explanations (Rule 70.7) 

The claimed invention relates to the use of cold plasma 
coating for improving the performance of inhalation devices. 
The object is to reduce drug adhesion to the device 
components. This is achieved by coating these components with 
fluorinated acrylates using a cold plasma coating method. 

Documents cited in the International Search Report: 

Dl WO 9942154 Al 
D2 WO 9858117 Al 

Dl discloses an inhalation device having surfaces coated with 
a fluorinated hydrocarbon by a cold plasma coating process 
(see page 7 lines 5-26). This is a solution to the problem of 
drug adhering to the walls or components of the inhalation 
device . 

D2 discloses a method of rendering surfaces hydrophobic and/or 
hydrophilic by coating with fluorinated acrylates using a 
plasma coating process. The method is particularly useful in 
the production of oil- and/or water repellent fabrics, but can 
also be used for biomedical devices (see page 10 lines 9-14) . 
Example 3 and figure 4 show experiments using the monomer 
1H,1H,2H,2H heptadecafluorodecyl acrylate. 

The subject matter of current claims 8-9 is disclosed in D2. 
These claims therefore lack novelty. 

Dl is considered to represent the closest prior art. The 
subject matter of current claims 1-7 differs from Dl m that 
different monomers are used in the coating process. Dl does 
not 

• • • / • • • 
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disclose fluorinated acrylates. The problem to be solved in 
view of Dl is therefore to find other monomers that mxght 
reduce the drug adhesion even more, compared to Dl. The person 
skilled in the art, who looks for a solution to this problem, 
finds guidance in the teachings of D2. It is thus considered 
obvious for the skilled person to evaluate the monomers used 
in D2 in terms of drug adhesion. Claims 1-7 are thus 
considered to lack inventive step. 



The claimed invention is industrially applicable. 



